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0RYLQJ WKH FDSLWDO FLW\ RI (J\SW IURP 7KHEHV WR D QHZ VLWH E\ RUGHU RI WKH.LQJ $PHQ+RWHE ,9 LQ WKH
IRXUWHHQWKFHQWXU\%&ZDVDELJ ULVN$IWHU IRXU\HDUVRI UHLJQLQJIURP7KHEHV WKHNLQJPRYHG WR WKHQHZVLWH
OHDYLQJEHKLQGDOOWKH$PHQ
VUHOLJLRQSRZHUWREHVHFUHWO\EXLOWXSZDLWLQJWKHULJKWPRPHQWWRUHJDLQSRVLWLRQ7KH
PRYH WLPHFRLQFLGHGZLWK WKH WLPHRI VKLIWLQJ WKH WKHRORJLFDO FHQWUHRI WKH FRXQWU\ IURP$PHQ WR $WHQ DQG
FRQVHTXHQWO\FKDQJLQJWKH5R\DOQDPHRIWKHNLQJWR$NKHQ$WHQ7KHJORU\RIWKH6XQ
V'LVN7KRXJKWKHFLW\
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SUHVHQWDWLRQRIKLVKHUHWLFSKLORVRSK\$VVXULQJ WRKLPVHOI DQG WR WKHZRUOG WKDWKHZDV WKHPDQRIKLVZRUGKH
FRQILUPHGDV'RURWKHD>@PHQWLRQHG"Nor shall the King's Chief Wife say to me: look, there is a nice place for Akhet 













OLYLQJWKHUHZDVRQHFHQWUDOUHVSHFWFRQILUPHGE\'RQDOG>@each of its innovations was carried out in the name of - 






DUHD OLNH WKH .+DELUX 3KLOLVWLQHV WKH 6DVKX$PRULWHV DQG WKH&DQD
DQLWHV &DUO >@PHQWLRQHG To this end 
Artatama  and  Shutarna, the two predecessors of Tushratta, (kings of Mitanni) had sent their daughters to the harem 
of the Pharaohs"6KDULQJWKHSHRSOHVRIWKHDUHDZDVQRWRQO\E\JHWWLQJWKHLUGDXJKWHUVDQGRWKHUHTXLSPHQWVOLNH
FKDULRWVDQGKRUVHVIURPWKHLUVLGHWRH[FKDQJHLWZLWKJROG"as you have it like dust of the earthDQGSURWHFWLRQ
DIIRUGHGE\WKH(J\SWLDQDUP\EXWLWZDVDOVRWKURXJKWKHLGHDRIWKHRQHJRG7KDWRQHJRGWKDWVSUHDGOLJKWRQ
HDUWKZDVLQ(J\SWEHIRUHLWFDPHWREHPDQLIHVWHGE\$NKHQ$WHQ>ILJ$@$QGWKHFRQFHSWRIWKHVXQGLVFZDV
WKHUHDVVD\V'RQDOG>@" Thutmose IV and Amenophis Ill, grandfather and father of Akhenaten, enjoyed a closer 





7XVKUDWWD“To Nimmuria, the great king, the king of Egypt, my brother, my brother-in-law; who loves me and whom 
I love: Tushratta, the great king, thy (future) father-in-law, king of Mitanni .... let my brother send me much gold, 
without measure, more than to my father. For in my brother's land gold is as the dust of the earth.  ... For this land is 













Queen of Egypt, Tushratta, King of Mitanni. May it be well with thee, may it be well with thy son, may it be well with 
Tadukhepa, my daughter, thy young companion in widowhood".
6WURQJTXHHQ7L\HKHOSHGKHUEURWKHU$\ILJ%VRQRI<X\DZKRKDG$VLDWLFRULJLQDWWDLQDJRRGSRVLWLRQ
LQWKHUR\DOSDODFH&DUO>@PHQWLRQHGWKDW$\EHFDPH"One of the most influential, and the one destined to play a 
significant role in the post-Amarna period, the favored one of the Good God, fan-bearer on the king's right hand, true 















$NKHW$WHQILJ($FFRUGLQJ WR WKHVKRZQSURILOHVPRVWSUREDEO\ WKDWRQH LQ ILJ(EHORQJHG WR.L\D WKH
EHORYHGZLIHLQILJ)
%\WKHWLPHRI$PHQ+RWHE,9ZKLFKODVWHGIRU\HDUVLPSRUWDQWSHUVRQ$\ZDVWKHUHDVVHUWHGE\&DUO>@
"called Haya in the Amarna letters, received golden honors to the full. This Haya, who was entitled “beloved royal 
scribe, was probably a secretary of state, and was once sent as a special ambassador to Babylonia".:KLOHKHZDVLQ
VXFKDKLJKSURILOH$NKHQ$WHQGLVDSSHDUHGDQG WKH\RXQJHUEURWKHU6PHQNK.D5HQRW IRU ORQJDFTXLUHG WKH
WKURZQIROORZHGE\WKH\RXQJ7XW$QNK$PHQZKRPDUULHGKLVRZQVLVWHU$QNKHV1%D$WHQGDXJKWHUZLIHRI
$NKHQ$WHQ )LQGLQJKHUVHOI LQDYDFXXP$QNKHV1%D$WHQ  VHQWD OHWWHU WR6KXSSLOXOLXPDNLQJRI +DWWL
.KLWDDV'RQDOG>@PHQWLRQHGWHOOLQJKLP......"My husband has died. A son I have not. But to thee, they say, the 
sons are many. If thou wouldst give me one son of thine, he would become my husband. Never shall I pick out a servant 
of mine and make him my husband.... I am afraid!".7KDWUHIOHFWVIRUVXUHKHUQRFRQILGHQFHDQGIHDURIVRPHRQHRI
QRUR\DOEORRGZKRZRXOGJHWWKHWKURZQ%XWDQ\KRZ$\JRWPDUULHGWRKHUDQGJRWWKHWKURZQ+HJRWIURPKLVILUVW
ZLIHDGDXJKWHU0XW1HGMPHW+LVUHLJQODVWHGIRUIRXU\HDUVDQGPRVWSUREDEO\HQGHGE\KLVGHDWK+RUHP+HE
WRRN 0XW1HGMPHW IRU D ZLIH DQG VWDUWHG KLV UHLJQ )URP KHUH RQ ERWK $NKHW$WHQ DQG $NKHQ$WHQ EHFDPH
LQYLVLEOHLQKLVWRU\XQWLOWKHODVWFHQWXU\ZKHQDSHDVDQWZRPDQIURPWKHODVWFHQWXU\ZKLOHSORZLQJWKHODQGFUXVKHG
DQ DUFKLYH SRWWHU\ FRQWDLQHU UHYHDOLQJ KXQGUHGV RIZKDWZDV FDOOHG $PDUQD /HWWHUV  7KHVH OHWWHUVZRUNHG DV
GRFXPHQWVLQDGGLWLRQWRZKDWZDVWKHUHRQSLHFHVRIDUWVFDWWHUHGDOORYHUWKHZRUOGWRWHOOXVZKDWZDVWKHUHLQ
$NKHW$WHQ
















































































% 7KH VHFRQG LQWHUHVWLQJ
SRLQW ZDV WKH GHVLJQ RI WKH
FLW\ $SDUW IURP WKH VRFLDO
VWUXFWXUH WKDW DIIHFWHG WKH
GHVLJQ WKH JURXSV RI WKH ELJ
KRXVHVZLWKIHQFHGSURSHUWLHV
ZHUHQHDUE\WKHJURXSVRIWKH
VPDOO KRXVHV RI WKH DUWLVDQV
7KDW VHWWLQJ UHIOHFWHG WKH
QRQUDFLDO SROLF\ RI WKH VWDWH
7KDW ZDV REYLRXV LQ WKH
QRUWKHUQ VXEXUE ILJ   RQ
VWUHHWV WKH ZHVWHUQ DQG WKH
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FLW\DQGLWLVOHVVLQWKHQRUWKHUQVXEXUE(QWUDQFHVZHUHWREHRQO\DSSURDFKHGIURPHLWKHUWKHQRUWKHUQHDVWVLGHRU




























RI WKH KRXVH 7KH FHQWUDO KDOO KDG HLWKHU D IRXU
FROXPQVRURQHFHQWUDOFROXPQ WR VXSSRUWD UDLVHG
URRIVXQOLJKWFDPHIURPWKUHHVLGHVWKURXJKJULOOHG
ZLQGRZV OHDYLQJ WKH IRXUWK ZDOO EORFNHG E\ WKH
UHFHSWLRQKDOOZLWKLWVVXSHULPSRVHGORJLD
:KDW LV LQWHUHVWLQJ LQ WKH XS VDLGZRUGV LV WKH
LQVHUWLRQ RI WKH PRUQLQJ OLJKW WKURXJK WKH JULOOHG
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